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Dear parents, carers and guardians,
School is now closed. We will care for all the children of keyworkers (when they cannot be cared for at home) and those with a social worker or an EHC plan. 
If you have not done so already, please sign up to ClassDojo (download the app or sign up to the website). Logins have been sent home with the children on Friday, or emailed to you (please check spam). We will be using this platform to stay in touch. The school office may not be staffed at all times. The children will be able to upload pictues of their work, videos of new skills learnt to share with the rest of the class and you will be able to message us if you have any questions or want to share your child’s achievements. We will check messages regularly, between 8.30am – 3.00pm, Monday to Friday.
We believe the activities included in this pack and those that are attached will suffice for the week, however every child works and learns at a different pace, so please use the links provided on our classpages if you would like more work. We have also included some links to help support you. 
Routines are very important to children. Please create a timetable with your child that will work for you, with the resources you have available. We realise most of you will have once computer to share between several people. Include time for exercise. We will post an example time table on our ClassDojo stories page. 
Thank you for your support.
Kind regards,
Mrs Smout and Mrs Banks
Orcas’ and Stingrays’ Teachers


English:
Reading
Please listen to your child read for at least 20 minutes each day.  As this time also allows for talking about the text you will find additional ideas for discussion in this pack (Top Tips and VIPERS talking-points). Now that libraries are closed, it may be difficult to get books for your child. On our class pages we have links to Oxford Owl. ReadTheory is a great site that will test your child’s comprehension skills. Please use it once a week. Login is in the front of your child’s orange book. Twinkl also has a variety of text, including non-fiction and poetry. 

Spellings:
Below are the common exception words for year 3 & 4.  These can be used for spelling practise and also handwriting.  This should be a 20 minute daily activity.  Your child might look for these words in their reading, create a cross word or wordsearch. Learn calligraphy or create word art. 

Check that all words can be read and the meaning is understood. Break them down into smaller groups to learn. What do prefixes and suffixes mean and how do they changes the meaning of the (root)word?  Leave out the words that your child knows and focus on the ones they find trickier.

	Common exception words for years 3 & 4

	accident
actual
actually
address
answer
appear
arrive
believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy
business
calendar
caught
centre
century
certain
circle
complete
consider 
regular
reign
remember 
separate
sentence 
 
	continue
decide
describe
different
difficult
disappear
early
earth
eight
eighth
enough
exercise
experience
experiment
extreme
famous
February
forward
fruit
grammar
group
special
straight
strange
strength
suppose
recent
	guard
guide
heard
heart
height
history
imagine
increase
important
interest
island
knowledge
learn
length
library
material
medicine
mention
minute
natural
naughty
surprise
therefore
though
although
thought

	notice
occasion
occasionally
often
opposite
ordinary particular
peculiar
perhaps
popular
position
possession
possess
possible
potatoes
pressure
probably
promise
purpose
quarter
question
through
various
weight
woman
women

	




Writing: 
Stories with a dilemma
Use the plan on the next page to help write a story with a dilemma.  Choose a picture and story starter on www.pobble365.com. Help generate some ideas and use the DADWAVERS plan to help think of some descriptive writing features.
When they’ve finished the plan, they should write the story neatly and check their capital letters, full-stops, speech punctuation and spelling.


Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Editing the story.
Your child should read and check their punctuation and spellings in their writing.They need to use a variety of punctuation: full stops, capital letters, commas, colon, semi-colon, question mark and exclamation mark. 
We have recently been learning about using direct and indirect speech in writing so children should include these carefully. Direct speech should be punctuated correctly.
In year 4 we have also focussed on the use of different sentence structures (such as fronted adverbials and compound sentences – including how to use a comma with these) to make the writing more interesting. Children also need to include a range of descriptive words (adjectives and adverbs), so access to a dictionary and a thesaurus will be helpful. We have put word mats for you to download on our classpages. 
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Maths:
TT Rockstars – at least 10 minutes a day.
All year 4 children have a login for Times Table Rockstars.  Please contact us through ClassDojo if you need another one. There is a link for you to download and print additional times tables resources (Xtables fun sheet) on our class page.
You will find, in the links, a range of maths activities for this week, for fluency (fluent in 5), reasoning (rapid reasoning) and a consolidation pack. There is an answer page at the back of each PDF file! Please visit White Rose Maths, home learning, for a daily maths lesson, including video explanation.

Science:
This term’s science topic is Living Things and Their Habitats. 
Can you create a habitat diorama? It should contain a producer, consumer (predator and prey). There are lots of examples on the internet for inspiration. We have also included a link to download a powerpoint with more information about habitats. Please share a picture of the finished product on ClassDojo.
For those children who have been in self-isolation last week and may have finished their habitat, can you find and write information about the creatures in your habitat and how it shows a healthy, stable, food chain. 
Topic

This term our topic is Blue Abyss. Please choose one of the home learning activities to complete. Your child can add this as a file or picture to their portfolio on ClassDojo. 
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Top Tips

For Reading with Your Child at Home

As we all know, there is a lot more to reading than just reading! Here are some tips to
help during reading sessions with your chid at home.

What is happening? Talk about what is happening in the pictures before you read the
text. What can you see?

Discuss the meaning of words. Use a dictionary to get your child used to exploring
words for themselves.

Discuss alternative words. For example, ‘big'. Ask your child to think of another word
that means the same, e.g. *huge’ (use a thesaurus).

Make predictions. What do you think wil happen next? What makes you think that?
Start at the end of the book. What do you think has happened before this point? Why
o you think that?

Discuss feelings. How do you think the characters are feeling? What has made them
feel this way?

Where is the story set? Have you read another story with the same setting? For
example, "We're Going on a Bear Hunt' by Michael Rosen and *The Gruffalo’ by lulia
Donaldson are both set in the woods.

Discuss the problem in the story. What has happened? What went wrong?

Discuss the resolution. How was the problem solved? Is there another way it could
have been resolved?

Fact or fiction? Is this book a story book or a non-fiction book? How do you know?
What have you learnt? What do you know now that you didn't know before reading
the book?

During Reading
Encourage children to use expression when reading, especially for the voices of
different characters.

Discuss the punctuation on the page, for example, exclamation marks. Ask: what are
these for? What should you do when you see an exclamation mark?

You do not always have to read the entire book every night. Focus on 2 pages and talk
about the characters, setting, and plot in a lot of etail You might want to take it in
turns to read so your child can hear how you read.
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Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise
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Vocabulary

Find and explain the meaning of words in context

Example questions

What do the words ...... and
character, setting and mood?
Which word tells you that...?
keyword tells you about the

suggest about the





image7.png
KS2 Reading Vipers

evidence from the text.

Example questions

Find and copy a group of words which show that...
How do these words make the reader feel? How does
this paragraph suggest this?

How do the descriptions of
How can you tellthat..
What impression of
paragraphs?

What voice might these characters use?
What was ... thinking when.....

Who i telling the story?

show that they are

do you get from these





image8.png
KS2 Reading Vipers

Predict

Predict what might happen from the details given and
implied.

Example questions

From the cover what do you think this text is going to be
about?

What is happening now? What happened before this?
What will happen after?

What does this paragraph suggest will happen next?
What makes you think this?

Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the
plot develops?

Do you think... will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain
your answer using evidence from the text.
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Explain

> Explain how content is related and contributes to the meaning as.
a whole.
> Explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of language.
> Explain the themes and patterns that develop across the text.
> Explain how information contributes to the overall experience.
Example questions
* Why s the text arranged in this way?
* What structures has the author used?
What s the purpose of this text feature?
Is the use of .. effective?
The mood of the character changes throughout the text.
Find and copy the phrases which show this.
What is the author’s point of view?
What affect does ..... have on the audience?
How does the author engage the reader here?
Which words and phrases did .... effectively?
Which section was the most interesting/exciting part?

How are these sections linked?
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Retrieve

Retrieve and record information and identify key details
from fiction and non-

Example questions

How would you describe this story/text? What genre is
it? How do you know?

How did..?
How often.
Who had...? Who i
What happened to..
What does.... do?
HOW S
What can you learn from ..... from this section?
Give one example of.....

The story i told from whose perspective?
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Summarise

Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph

Example questions
Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they
happened?
What happened after ......?
What was the first thing that happened in the story?
Can you summarise in a sentence the
opening/middle/end of the story?
In what order do these chapter headings come in the
story?
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What will you choose to do?

* Why is the ocean blue? Go on... find out!

How many amatzing shark facts can you find? Build them into a PowerPoint
presentation to show the rest of the class. Remember to include images and
perhaps some video clips too.

Write a ‘true or false’ quiz with fascinating facts about creatures and plants under
the sea.

Create fact cards about the creatures of the Great Barrier Reef in a Top Trumps
style.

Create a picture dictionary of plants and creatures of the ocean.

Visit your local library and find non-fiction books about the oceans and seas. Use
them to find out about the sea creatures of the warld. Look for information using
contents pages, glossaries and index pages. Write down any new facts you have
learnt, and share them with your class.

Use the web with an adult to find out about famous undersea explorers, such
as Robert Ballard, Sylvia Earle, William Beebe and James Cameron. Record your
information to share with the class.

Draw the view of the ocean you might see if looking through the window of a
submersible.

Design an ‘under the sea’ board game. What creatures might your counters
represent?

Write a story about a diver's exploration of a coral reef.

Learn The Beatles’ song, Yellow Submarine, and write a new verse of your own.
Write a poem about the creatures living in the blue

abyss. It might be an acrostic, shape, haiku, cinquain

o free verse poem.

Research how to scuba dive and write a set of
instructions for a new diver.

Make a tourist leaflet for people visiting Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef.





image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.png
Description

Action

Where

Dialogue

Verb

Adverb

Estimation of Time

Rhetorical Questions

Simile or Metaphor





image13.png




