
 Maths 20.04.20 

Say what you see…  

 

 

 Discussion: (about 5-10 minutes) 

Useful language: 

o total o altogether o more 

more than 

o less 

less than 

fewer than 

o difference 

 
Note to parents: 

This activity is designed to help your child to begin thinking mathematically by chatting 

generally about what they notice. 

Almost anything goes, but here are some ideas to get the ball rolling: 

- How many… in total / altogether? 

Which is easiest to count? 

How could this be made easier to count? (group in 2s, 3s, 5s) 

- There are more ___ than ___ . 

There are fewer ___ than ___ . 

- Finding the difference:  

is  more than  ?  There 

        >      

(The number of snails is greater than the number of spiders.) 

  

1 



  Activity Maths 20.04.20 

Learning Intention: To record data. 

Steps to Success: 

o I know that data is a word that means information. 

o I use tally marks to keep count as I go along. 

o I group tally marks in 5s. 

o I count the tallies in 5s and 1s to find the total. 

o I write my own tallies and totals. 

  

Favourite Colour Tally Total 

Blue |||| |||  

Red |||| |||| ||  

Yellow ||  

Green |||  

 

1. What does this data tell you? Tell the story. 
Note to parents: 

 A maths story just explains what you can see.  In this case, it can be done as a practical activity.  For example, 

“My friends got their favourite Lego / pencils / bead colours.  Here are the Lego bricks they got.”  Then use 

the data information on the tally chart to collect the bricks ‘your friends’ gave you. 

 

2. Fill in the total numbers in the right column. 

3. How would you show 6, 11, 18 as a tally? 

4. Why do we draw tallies like this? 

5. When do we use tallies? 

6. Complete the tally chart for Year 2 and Year 3. 

Year Group Tally Total 

Year 1 |||| |||| 10 

Year 2  19 

Year 3 |||| |||| |||| |||| ||  

Year 4 |||| |||| |||| || 17 

 


