
Varied Fluency 

Step 5: Consolidating Conjunctions

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 1: (1G3.3) Joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’

English Year 1: (1G3.1) How words can combine to make sentences

English Year 2: (2G3.3) Co-ordination (using or, and, or but)

Terminology for pupils:

• (1G6) word

• (1G3.1) sentence

Differentiation: 

Developing Questions to support the correct use of the conjunctions ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ in 

sentences where only one conjunction is used.

Expected Questions to support the correct use of the conjunctions ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ in 

sentences where two conjunctions may be used.

Greater Depth Questions to support the correct use of the conjunctions ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ 

in sentences where two conjunctions may be used and the choice of conjunction will alter 

the meaning of the sentence

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Insert the conjunction which could be 

used to complete the sentence below.

Freya wanted to play out __________ it 

was her bedtime.

1b. Insert the conjunction which could be 

used to complete the sentence below.

The lazy dog slept in front of the fire 

__________        in the sunshine.

2a. Circle the correct conjunction.

The racing car roared down the 

street                    crashed in to the 

wall. 

2b. Circle the correct conjunction.

The monster was fast asleep

was woken up by the 

noisy drum.

3a. Choose two clauses from below and 

order them to make a sentence. 

3b. Choose two clauses from below and 

order them to make a sentence. 

4a. Connect the boxes to create 

sentences using the conjunction ‘and’. 

4b. Connect the boxes to create 

sentences using the conjunction ‘but’. 
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and or

and but

and practiced his spellings 
before school.

Zach got out of bed early 

or went down stairs to have some 
breakfast.

The cats cried 
loudly

Seb loved going 
swimming

The teacher was 
very happy

began to laugh 
out loud.

the dogs barked 
in reply.

went whenever 
he could.

and

or and

and but

The giraffe had a very long neck

and it was cold in the cave.

but his ears were very small.

It is very warm 
now

You can have 
some sweets

Tyrell’s hamster 
escaped

luckily his dad 
caught it. 

you must clean 
your teeth.

it is going to get 
colder later on.

but
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5a. Insert the conjunction which could be 

used to complete both sentences below.

Fred really loved pepperoni pizza __________

his twin brother Frank hated it.

I arrived at the airport on time __________ the 

plane was late.

5b. Insert the conjunction which could be 

used to complete both sentences below.

Kate could choose from strawberry ice-

cream __________ double chocolate brownie.

Tom could have his lunch now __________ wait 

until after he had been swimming.

6a. Circle the correct conjunction.

The cheeky monkey ran up                  

stole the banana from the lady

she chased him down the street and 

caught him.

6b. Circle the correct conjunction.

Sam could go to the shop to buy a 

magazine today                   wait until 

Saturday                   go to the book shop 

to buy a new book.

7a. Choose three clauses from below and 

order them to make a sentence. Don’t 

forget the correct punctuation.

7b. Choose three clauses from below and 

order them to make a sentence. Don’t 

forget the correct punctuation.

8a. Connect the boxes to create 

sentences using the conjunction ‘but’. 

8b. Connect the boxes to create 

sentences using the conjunction ‘or’. 
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and but

but or

or but

and she was a great footballer

Zara was an amazing dancer

or she went to the cinema

but she wasn’t very good at 
drawing

Elephants are 
huge animals

Amy likes grapes

It was raining 

Tim and John still 
played out. 

they are scared 
of mice.

Ben likes apples 
or oranges.

but

or and

and or

but and

Eddie loved peanut butter

but he was only allowed them on 
Fridays

and loved to go walking

or chocolate spread sandwiches

You can do your 
work now

Would you like 
cream 

The alien ran 
around crazily

would you rather 
have custard?

finish it at 
playtime.

stood frozen like 
a statue.

or
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9a. Insert the conjunction which could be 

used to complete both sentences below.

The tree was the tallest in the forest __________

had leaves as small as finger nails.

It was the first day of spring __________ there 

was still snow on the ground.

9b. Insert the conjunction which could be 

used to complete both sentences below.

The class could have their reward now 

__________ last thing on Friday.

Kobe could have fish and chips __________ a 

double cheese burger for his lunch.

10a. Circle the correct conjunction.

The children ran from the room              

raced outside                     realised it 

wasn’t break, lunch                      home 

time.

10b. Circle the correct conjunction.

Gregg ate all of his sweets in one go 

soon felt sick                   had to 

go and lie down in bed                   risk 

being ill.

11a. Choose three clauses from below 

and order them to make two sentences. 

Don’t forget the correct punctuation.

11b. Choose three clauses from below 

and order them to make two sentences. 

Don’t forget the correct punctuation.

12a. Connect three boxes to create 

sentences using the conjunctions ‘or’, 

‘but’ or ‘and’. 

12b. Connect three boxes to create 

sentences using the conjunctions ‘or’, 

‘but’ or ‘and’.  
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and but

and or

or but

but didn’t stop

and crashed straight in to his 
brother 

Barney flew down the slide at 
high speed

and flew straight off the end

and orbut and

but if she didn’t score soon they 
would lose

or she was having a bad day

but they still had twenty minutes 
to play

The footballer was either injured

and or but and

or but or but

The bird swooped 
down

they eventually 
got to the top

stood to admire 
the lovely views.

It was a hard 
climb

picked up the 
soggy bread

quickly dropped it 
again.

The driver could 
sit and wait

find a different 
way to go

they wouldn’t get 
there on time.

The driver could 
sit and wait

it had to be 
made

that might take 
longer.
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Developing

1a. but

2a. and

3a. Zach got out of bed early and 

practiced his spellings before school. 

4a. The cats cried loudly and the dogs 

barked in reply. Seb loved going 

swimming and went whenever he could. 

The teacher was very happy and began 

to laugh out  loud.

Expected

5a. but

6a. and; but

7a. Zara was an amazing dancer and she 

was a great footballer, but she wasn’t very 

good at drawing. 

8a. Elephants are huge animals but they 

are scared of mice. Amy likes grapes but 

Ben likes apples and oranges. It was 

raining but Tim and John still played out.

Greater Depth

9a. Both ‘and’ or ‘but’ could be used: and 

would give additional information; but 

would emphasise a contrast.

10a. and; but; or

11a. Barney flew down the slide at high 

speed, but didn’t stop and crashed 

straight into his brother. Or, Barney flew 

down the slide, but didn’t stop and flew 

straight off the end. 

12a. The bird swooped down and picked 

up the soggy bread but quickly dropped it 

again. It was a hard climb but they 

eventually got to the top and stood to 

admire the views.

Developing

1b. or

2b. but

3b. The giraffe had a very long neck, but 

his ears were very small. 

4b. It is very warm now but it is going to 

get cold later on. You can have some 

sweets but you must clean your teeth. 

Tyrell’s hamster escaped but luckily his 

dad caught it.

Expected

5b. or

6b. or; and

7b. Eddie loved peanut butter or 

chocolate spread sandwiches, but he was 

only allowed them on Friday. 

8b. You can do your work now or finish it 

at playtime. Would you like cream or 

would you rather have custard? The alien 

ran around crazily or stood frozen like a 

statue.

Greater Depth

9b. Both ‘and’ or ‘or’ could be used: and 

would give additional information; or 

would suggest a choice.

10b. but (‘and’ could be chosen but pupils 

should realise that it would cause 

repetition); and; or

11b. The footballer was either injured or 

she was having a bad day, but if she 

didn’t score soon they would lose. Or, The 

footballer was either injured or she was 

having a bad day, but they still had 

twenty minutes to play. 

12b. The driver could sit and wait or find a 

different way to go but that might take 

longer. The decision was a hard one but it 

had to be made or they wouldn’t get there 

on time.
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