
Roots and Shoots 
Term 5 - Year 1 and 2 Homework Learning Challenges 

These challenges supplement and reinforce our learning in class. 
They are deliberately open-ended to allow promote curiosity and exploration. 

Use your imagination and take pride in your work.  Please send these projects into school in homework books (Thursdays), 
or on Class Dojo so the learning can be celebrated! 

 

Make a windowsill garden 
Put your kitchen scraps to good use!  Pips and stones 
are seeds in disguise.  Can you grow them into new 
plants? (Plants to try: avocado, lemons, mango, apples, 
tomatoes) 
Sometimes you don’t even need a seed.  Try growing 
plant tops in a saucer of water. 
Saucer Veg & Saucer Fruit 
 
Record what happens in a windowsill garden diary. 

The World on Our Plates 
Travel the world through your 
food.  How many different 
continents and countries does 
your food come from? 
Can you find them on a map? 
 

Where does your food come from? 

Talk a Walk on the Wild Side! 
Go for a ramble in the woods.  How many different 
types of tree and plants can you spot? 
Use the identification sheets to recognise them by 
looking at their leaf shapes. 
Can you make a tally chart to show how many of 
each plant you saw? 
Leaves 
Leaf-iDial 
Tree blossom and flowers 
Plants 

Botanical Collage 
Get outside and pick leaves and 
flowers to make a collage pattern 
or picture. 
You could even make a bookmark 
to use in your reading passport 
book! 
Botanical Bookmarks 

Use your senses 
Develop your observation skills by looking at a tree’s 
features.  
Learn even more by exploring trees with your hands, 
nose and ears.  What do plants feel like? What does 
bark smell like? Can you hear leaves rustling in the 
breeze? 
 
Write a word bank or poem to describe the experience. 

 
Willow Stars 

Use soft, bendy stems to make a star.  Willow and 
Dogwood are good, but you 
can use other stems too. 
Join your stars together to 
make bunting! 
Willow Star 
NB: Adult support is required 
for this activity. 
 

Potato Bag Monster! 
Choose a potato, and create a 
character by drawing on eyes, 
a nose and mouth with a 
permanent pen. 
 

Put the potato in a bag and 
leave in a dark a place for at least a week. 
Potato Bag Monster 

Purple Mash 
A range of different 2Dos have 
been set on Purple Mash, from 
writing a plant diary, to 
quizzes and imagining what it 
would be like to be a 
horticulturist! 
 
Purple Mash 
 

 

Eat, or drink, your Homework! 
It’s incredible to think how many different plants we 
eat! 
Can you make a salad, fruit salad, or smoothie using 
your favourite salad leaves or fruit?  You could even 
make an ice bowl to serve it in! 
 
How to make an ice-bowl 

Follow the links for additional information sheets.  They can also be found on the class webpages. 

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Activity/Saucer-veg
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Activity/Saucer-fruit
https://www.rsb.org.uk/images/pdf/Geography_lesson_presentation.pdf
http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activities/pdfs/pdf_leaf_spotter_sheet.pdf
http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activities/pdfs/pdf_leaf_idial.pdf
http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activities/pdfs/pdf_blossoms_and_flowers_spotter_sheet.pdf
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Spotter-Guide/Spring-flower-spotter?returnUrl=%2FResources%2FFind-a-resource%3Fso%3D0%26pi%3D100%26ps%3D10%26f%3D1%2C6%3A1%2C5%3A%26page%3D11
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Activity/Botanical-bookmarks?returnUrl=%2FResources%2FFind-a-resource%3Fso%3D0%26pi%3D30%26ps%3D10%26f%3D%26page%3D4
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources/activity/make-a-willow-star
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources/activity/make-a-potato-bag-monster
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/ryecommunity-tn31
https://www.upstartmag.co.nz/activities/how-to-make-an-ice-bowl
http://www.ryeprimary.e-sussex.sch.uk/curriculum/classes

