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NEWSLETTER 2017 

Hello, 

Welcome back to a fabulous, calm and focused new school year at Rye Community Primary 
School. We are pleased to welcome Louise Payne, Lewis Croft, Beth Dicker, Laura McDonald 
and Tyler Webb to our committed and enthusiastic team. 
 

As you will see overleaf, Attendance is a real priority for us. Please can I ask you all to help     
support us by ensuring your child is in school every day. If your child is absent, your child’s Class 
Teacher may well give you a call to let you both know what learning they have missed that day. 
 

Please keep talking to us, as you know last year we improved our communication channels with 
you all. Please check your emails regularly and have a look at our website which we are working 
hard at updating weekly for you. I will also be on the door in the mornings and in the playground 
most afternoons, come and say hello! Can I reassure you that we are still working to improve 
drop-off and pick-up parking, bear with us and we may ask for your support. 
 

From the Nursery to Year 6 we are celebrating our achievement in receiving the ‘Recognition of 
Commitment’ and are working towards our ‘Level One’ as a Rights Respecting School. The    
children have selected the 6 articles from the UNICEF Rights of a child which relate most  
strongly to them and are creating their Class Charters. 
We are very proud of being a respectful, considerate and caring school and are enjoying sharing 
this ethos with you and our local community. 
 

Here’s to another fun year of learning at Rye Community Primary School. 
Jane Howard      
Headteacher 

Census— Thursday 5th October 2017 

The Autumn Census takes place on Thursday 5th October this year.  This is an important 

day for us as this is when the government collects the data to plan for our financial future.   

There are a couple of ways that you as parents can help us: 

 Encourage your child to have a school dinner on that day as this helps us with     

future funding. 

 If your financial situation has changed or you think you may be entitled to claim 

Free School Meals for your child, please talk to Sue Ball in the school office.  We 

can claim 6 years of Pupil Premium if your child is entitled, which will help not only 

the school but you as well.  
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing 
these with you very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Pugwash News 
We have welcomed all the children back to Pugwash from their summer break 
and are very pleased to say that the new children have settled in very well.  
 
We are also pleased to welcome a new member of staff; Lily Satchell has joined 
the team as an apprentice and will be working in the nursery four days a week.  
Please look out for her and say ‘hello’. 

Healthy Children 
 
At Pugwash we are introducing some new and  
exciting ideas that are linked with our 'Healthy Eating 
and Physical Activity' Scheme. We will be sending 
recipe cards home with the children, along with the 
ingredients for you to prepare with your child. We will 
also be sending home some physical activity 
idea cards and equipment for you to complete with 
your child. We hope you have fun with them, please 
send us some photos (pugwash@ryeprimary.co.uk), 
we would love to see them!  
 
The children have also been taking part in some  
yoga sessions which they have really enjoyed! 

  

Reminder 
 

Can we remind all parents that fees are 
to be paid within 7 days of receiving your 
invoice and that the new session times 
are as follows: 
 
8-8.30am (Breakfast Club) 
8.30-11.30am (AM Session) 
11.30-12.15pm (Lunch time) 
12.15-3.15pm (PM Session) 
3.00-5.00pm (Afterschool Club) 
 
Due to legal ratio requirements we will be 
unable to accept your children before the 
time that they are booked in. Thank you 
for understanding. 
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TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2017 – 2018 
 

Term 1  Thursday 7th  September Friday 20th October 
 

Term 2  Monday 30th October   Wednesday 20th December 
 

Term 3  Wednesday 3rd January Friday 9th  February 
 

Term 4  Monday 19th February  Thursday 29th March 
 

Term 5  Monday 16th April  Friday 25th May 

  May Day Monday 7th May—school closed 
 

Term 6  Monday 4th  June  Friday 20th July 
 

INSET DAYS – School closed to children   

Tuesday 2nd January 2018 

Wednesday 14th March 2018 

HOLIDAY TAKEN DURING TERM TIME – will NOT be authorised 

Don’t forget to check the School Calendar on the website: 
www.ryeprimary.co.uk   All events are placed on this calendar. 

Harvest Festival  

Our Harvest Festival will take place 

on Tuesday 10th October and this 

year we are planning to support the 

Foodbank which as many of you will 

know is a very worthwhile cause and 

helps a number of families locally.   

The Foodbank have sent through the 

poster to the right of this article which 

outlines goods that they are able to 

take.  If you could contribute just one 

item from the list it would help the 

cause tremendously.   

Thank you.  


