
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I was privileged to be able to accompany our head boy and head girl to St Mary’s church 

yesterday for the Remembrance service and the laying of the wreath. It was an honour 

to be able to join with the local community to remember the sacrifice of so many brave 

people in our local area.  

When listening to the service the word “peace” really resonated with me, as I am sure it 

did with so many others. Quite rightly we all want to strive for world peace and I believe 

our small, everyday actions can and do in some way play a small part in that. I believe 

that those who have the joy of working or being around children have an important part 

to play in educating our children to strive for peace and harmony. Our brave soldiers saw 

injustice and horrors  beyond description and fought to  defend and make the world a 

fairer and more peaceful place.   

In our community let’s strive for peace. In our homes and our hearts, let’s strive for 

peace.  

With Best wishes,  

Kelly Martin 

Headteacher  

Rye Primary Remembers... 
To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the signing 
of the Armistice and the end of the First World War, as 
well as the sacrifice made by so many men and wom-
en during the war, children at Rye Primary have been 
learning about WW1. Their lessons have included    
visits to the Ypres Castle, the Gun Gardens and the 
War Memorial at St Mary's Church. 

 

On Sunday our Head Boy and Head Girl attended the 
parade up to St Mary’s Church to lay a wreath on be-
half of everyone at Rye Primary.  

 

Rye Primary remembers them. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Need 

We would love children to come into school 

dressed in either their pyjamas or something 

spotty on Friday 16th November as part of  

Children in Need.   

A few parents have said they would like to 

bring cakes in to sell on the playground at the 

end of the day.  If you would like to join them 

that would be lovely, the more the merrier!  

 

Staff Car Park 

Please can we ask parents not to 

park in our staff car park.  We are 

very limited with the amount of 

spaces available for staff to park, 

so having parents put the code in 

the barrier, drive in and park their 

car in spaces reserved for staff is 

causing huge difficulties! 

Thank you.  

10th Anniversary Parade 

There was a lot of noise and excitement when the 

whole school took part in a parade around the 

school field to mark Rye Primary’s 10th anniversary 

recently.   

Everyone wore blue and yellow, the school colours, 

and children made banners and flags to wave and 

hand-held musical instruments to play! 
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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Punctuality 

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that 
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors 
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have 
been on time. Children need to be in school between 

8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this 
time and take advantage of the early morning learning 

session.  

We will be contacting parents of any children with more 
than 5 late marks in a term to discuss strategies to help 

with morning routines. 
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Does Your Child Really Need to be Off 

School?  

Here are some guidelines to help you; 

Coughs and Colds: Please send your child to school, 
we will  encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 

Flu: Until recovered 

Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to 
school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids. 
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to adminis-
ter them at school. 

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at 
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last 
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send 
your child to school, let the school office know that they 
have felt unwell and we will notify you if their condition 
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical 
advice. 

Conjunctivitis: Children can attend school. 

Impetigo: Children must stay at home until lesions are 
crusted and healed or 48hours after starting antibiotic 
treatment. 

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they 
must be treated to prevent further spread.  

Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once all 

vesicles have crusted over. 

Measles and German Measles: Children may return 
to school four days from the onset of the rash. 

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however, 
they must be treated to prevent further spread. 

Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after the 
onset of swelling  

Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours 
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment. 

  

 

Please encourage your child to wash their 

hands using soap and water after using the 

toilet, before eating or  handling food and 

after handling  animals. 

A huge well done to all our parents that have supported the school’s 
focus on attendA huge well done to all our parents that have supported 
the school’s focus on attendance, it is making a huge difference. We do 

still have a few pupils not attending school as well as they could, or 
being kept off  for being ‘under the weather’. Our advice would always 

be to send them to school, where we will keep a close eye on them and 
follow school procedures, if your child needs to be sent home. We 

know your child and we would call you if your child was unwell. 

Parking Issues 

Please be mindful when using the car 
park.  There have been numerous     
issues just lately with cars parked along 
the double yellow lines making it        
impossible for the buses to manoeuvre 
round. 

Thank you.  

Scooters and Bikes 

If your child comes to school on a bike 
or scooter they must get off and walk 
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.  
We are sure you can appreciate that it 
causes difficulties if children are riding 
their bikes / scooters on the premises 
when children and adults are coming 
into school. After school, children are not 
allowed to ride bikes and scooters until 
they are out of the school gates.  
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Last week we held our first attendance reward, draw of the year, the children were very      

excited and we were delighted to announce that Morgan was our first winner. 

Morgan and her family will be enjoying a trip to the Kino   
Cinema in Rye. A big thank you to the Kino for being our 
sponsor this term and donating the wonderful prize of 4  

tickets to watch a film there. The Kino have also generously 
agreed to continue to sponsor the attendance reward twice 

more through the year- which is really great news! 

 

We are also looking for 
support from other   

local businesses, if you 
know someone that 
would also like to  

sponsor us then please 
speak to the school  

office. 

Class Percentages 

Term 1  

Minnows 98.1% 

Sardines 99.4% 

Clownfish  95.4% 

Seahorses  95% 

Sea Turtles  93.2% 

Lobsters  97.7% 

Cuttlefish 96.4% 

Barracudas 95.8% 

Stingrays 92.5% 

Killer Whales 94.8% 

Marlin 92.2% 

Jellyfish 94.6% 

Dolphins 95.4% 

Sharks 95.1% 

Term Time Holidays 

Last term a huge 250 sessions were missed from school due to holidays being tak-
en in term time, this is a real concern and is the equivalent of 25 weeks of lost learn-

ing, this can never be replaced. 

As you know we are  unable to authorise any term time  holidays. Leave taken with-
out permission is an unauthorised  absence and will be referred to the Local Authori-

ty and may be subject to a Fixed Penalty Notice. 

Parents of any children becoming persistent absentees due to a holiday taken in 
term time will also be asked to attend a meeting at school. 

Children whose attendance is a concern may also be referred to the local authority. 
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Attendance Reward 

Green Footsteps 

We are delighted to announce that 
we have signed up to take part in 

the Walk to School initiative, this is 
to encourage green journeys to 

school and help to create a healthier and safer environment 
around school.  

 We are looking forward to launching this and will be     
providing more information on how you can take part. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcartoon-eyes-McLkpEkca.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcartoon-eyes&docid=MLlz88_wjgIDuM&tbnid=_34XN3X9LniyzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiWv5LZwZ_WAhUHIMAKHW
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Pumpkin Fun 
The children in Pugwash have been continuing to 
learn about Autumn.  They have been carving 
pumpkins and helped to  make pumpkin soup for 
their afternoon snack.  

Remembrance 

Other important learning this 

month has been finding out 

more about  Remembrance 

Day and creating poppies.  

Pugwash News 

Room on a Broom… 
They have also been practising their 
rhyming words by focusing on the 
‘Room on a Broom’ story.  The children 
have thoroughly enjoyed this story and 
have made wands and broom pictures 
too! 

Fiery Fireworks 
With the firework season upon 
us, the staff and children have 
been sharing their experiences 
of attending firework displays  
and have been making firework 
splatter paintings as well as     
edible sparklers with breadsticks 
and sprinkles! 

Parent’s Evening 
Finally… don’t forget the Pugwash parents 
evening on Monday 19th November.  
Please make an appointment if you haven’t 
already done so.  
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UPDATED—DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November  

12th  Creative Christmas parents course a.m. Children’s Centre 
12th  Individual / Sibling photographs - hall out of use 
12th Lobsters visiting Rye Library p.m. 
13th  Individual / Sibling photographs - hall out of use 
13th  Y1 & Y6 (lifesaving) swimming 
13th  Sea Turtles visiting Rye Library p.m. 
14th  Individual / Sibling photographs - hall out of use 
15th  Able Maths Day - 3 x Y5/6 pupils 
15th  Individual / Sibling photographs - hall out of use 
15th  Barracudas visiting Rye Library p.m. 
16th  Nursery photographs - Children’s Centre 
19th  Creative Christmas parents course—a.m. Children’s Centre 
19th  Year 4 Trip to Jerwood Gallery 
19th  Cuttlefish visiting Rye Library p.m. 
20th  Y1 & Y6 (lifesaving) swimming 
20th  Clownfish visiting Rye Library p.m. 
22nd  Seahorses visiting Rye Library p.m. 
23rd  Clubs Event p.m. 2.30p.m. 
26th  Creative Christmas parents course a.m. Children’s Centre 
27th  Y1 & Y6 (lifesaving) swimming 
30th  Flu Vaccinations - Children’s Centre 
 

December 

4th  Y1 & Y6 (lifesaving) swimming 
6th  Year 5 / 6 Term 2 Learning Celebration 2.00—3.00p.m.  
10th  Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 9.30a.m. 
10th  Year 1 / 2 Term 2 Learning Celebration 2.30—3.00p.m. 
11th  Parent’s Forum 9.00 - 10.00a.m. and 2.00 - 3.00p.m. 
11th  Y1 & Y6 (lifesaving) swimming 
12th  KS1 Christmas Performance 9.30 - 10.30a.m.  
12th Year 4 Term 2 Learning Celebration 2.00—3.00p.m. 
12th  KS2 Christmas Performance at St Mary’s Church 6.00p.m.  
13th  Pugwash Christmas Party 1.30—2.30—Hall  
13th  KS1 Christmas Performance 6.00—7.00p.m. 
14th  Christmas Jumper Day 
15th  Aladdin Panto—School Hall 
18th  Year 3 Term 2 Learning Celebration 2.00—3.00p.m. 
19th  Christmas Dinner 
19th  Class Christmas parties from 1.30p.m. 
19th  Last day of Term 

 

Parent  Resources 

We would like to build up a Resource Bank of      
parent’s knowledge.  If you have a particular area of 
expertise which you think our children may benefit 
from, please contact the school office or your child’s 
class teacher.  

Parent Views 

Thank you to everyone who has logged onto 
Ofsted Parent View website and completed the  
online survey.  If you haven’t had a chance to 
do so yet, please do as your views are very 
important to us.   http://parentview.ofsted.uk 


