
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 

NEWSLETTER 2018  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been lovely to report on the trips we had during the brief spell of sunshine we 
have enjoyed so far. Hopefully the good weather will return in time for the trips 
coming up this week for the Nursery Rare Breeds trip and the Year 5’s visit to the 
Millenium Seed Bank at Wakehurst Place. 

We are so pleased to be able to put on these exciting trips for our children and thank 
all our parent volunteers that help us ensure this happens by giving up their time to 
go along. 

We really value our parent volunteers and would like to thank all those that come in 
to school to attend trips, read with our children or help at lunch times. If you would 
like to help out in school, please make an appointment with Miss Isted who will talk 
you through the process. 

You will have noticed over the last few days that we have further improved our  
safeguarding and have amended the morning routine again very slightly. You will 
notice that the side gate is now locked and children are not permitted on the       
playground before school. You will also notice that there will be at least one member 
of senior leadership at both the gate and the hall entrance. Thank you for continuing 
to work with us on this. 

 

Kelly Martin                                                                                                                         

Acting Headteacher 

 

Healthy Lessons 

We have been very pleased to welcome the East Sussex School 
Health Service into school over the last few months.  They have 
spoken to various classes on a range of issues including sun safety 
and healthy eating.  The latest lesson was to our Marlin and        
Jellyfish classes with the focus of the session being 'Sound Sleep'. 

The children learnt why it is important to get a good night 
sleep and strategies that they could use to achieve this. They 
found the     science behind sleep particularly interesting and 
have learnt some fantastic tips for getting a good night’s 
sleep! 
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If your child is absent from school please don’t 
be concerned if you receive a phone call from 

your child’s teacher. They are always concerned 
if a child is absent from school and the impact 

this can have on them when they return. 

 This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk 
to your child’s teacher and discuss any learning 

they may have missed. 

Attendance at Rye Community Primary is a real concern and last 
year stood at only 94.4%. To remain a ’Good’ school, as recognised 

by Ofsted, then we must be achieving the national average. You 
know we are a good school, let’s not let our children down by     

allowing attendance to be a judgement against us.    

Children with high attendance will build good friendships, keep up 
with work, have a better understanding of their lessons and are  

going to achieve. This is exactly what we want for your child and all 
of our children at Rye Primary. 

Together we can do this 

 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to 

holidays being taken in term time.  

This year we will be unable to authorise any term time          
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional          

circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.  

Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and 
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a 

Penalty Notice Fine. 

 

Our Target for 2017-2018 

This year our target for attendance is 96% or higher, to attain this we really 
need to focus on unauthorised absence. These are occasions the school 
does not consider the absence to be reasonable, such as taking holidays 

which have not been agreed, arriving at school too late to get a mark,    
parents keeping children off school unnecessarily, truancy before the school 

day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained. 

Punctuality is still a concern and we will be contacting parents of all children 

not  arriving at school on time. 

Medical Appointments 

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to 
medical appointments including dental and opticians    

appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make 
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Rewards 

We have lots of exciting plans for rewards and 
incentives for parents, children and classes. 

We are looking forward to sharing these with you 
very soon! 

Watch this space!.............. 
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After a couple of tricky terms with more than our fair share 
of illness, we are now looking forward to the summer and 

seeing the back of all the nasty bugs. 

Attendance at the end of Term 4 stood at 95% and is       
currently below our target , we are expecting to see this 

increase as the term progresses and have included a few 

reminders in this newsletter to hopefully help this happen. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Class Percentages  

4th September until 30th March  

Minnows  96.5% 

Sardines  94.2% 

Clownfish 96.9% 

Seahorses  96.1% 

Sea Turtles  95.9% 

Lobsters  95.3% 

Cuttlefish 95.3% 

Barracudas  95.8% 

Stingrays 94.4% 

Killer Whales  96.4% 

Marlin 93.8% 

Jellyfish 94.3% 

Dolphins 93.4% 

Sharks  93.3% 

Whole school attendance stands at 95% 
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Medical Appointments 

Thank you to all our parents arranging medical            
appointments outside of school time. 

So far this  year 167 sessions, the equivalent of 83.5 days 
have been missed from school due to medical             
appointments; including dental and opticians                 

appointments, this is an improvement on the same period 
last year when 274 sessions (137 Days) were missed. 

Please ensure every effort is taken to make all non-urgent 
appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Punctuality 

Thank you to all our children arriving at school on time. Children 
do need to be in school between 8:30 and 9:45 am, children 
arriving after this time will be marked as late. If you are strug-
gling to get to school on time in the morning then please speak 
to your child's class teacher  or the school office, they will be 
able to give you advice on strategies that may help you in the 
morning. 

 

 Term Time Holidays 

So far this year 446 sessions the equivalent of 223 
days have been missed due to holidays being taken 
during term time. Please ensure when arranging holi-
day that it is taken during the school holidays. Holi-

days taken during term time will be unauthorised and 
may be subject to a fixed penalty fine and possible 

legal proceedings. 
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Medical Appointments 

Thank you to all our parents arranging medical            
appointments outside of school time. 

So far this year 167 sessions, the equivalent of 83.5 days 
have been missed from school due to medical             
appointments; including dental and opticians                 

appointments, this is an improvement on the same period 
last year when 274 sessions (137 Days) were missed. 
However please ensure every effort is taken to make all 

non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.  

 

Punctuality 

Thank you to all our children arriving at school on time. Children 
do need to be in school between 8:30 and 8:45 am, this enables 

the class to be settled and ready to learn,     
children arriving after this time will be marked as 
late. If you are struggling to get to school on 
time then please speak to your child's class 
teacher or the school office, they will be able to 
give you advice on strategies that may help you 
in the morning. 

Attendance Reward 

You may recall that in our last newsletter we asked 
for your ideas for this terms attendance reward. 

We have decided to run an afternoon of fun activities, 
on the school field, including Sports with Mr Sayer 

and Art with Miss Shackel. 

If your child achieves 100% attendance between 
20th March and 15th May they will receive a letter 

inviting them to attend. 

Term Time Holidays 

So far this year 446 sessions the equivalent of 223 
days have been missed due to holidays being taken 

during term time. Please ensure when arranging  
holiday that it is taken during the school holidays. 

Holidays taken during term time will be recorded as 
unauthorised and may be subject to a fixed penalty 

fine and possible legal proceedings. 
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Page 3 

Pugwash News 
 

The children in Pugwash have been       
enjoying the warmer weather and have 
been learning all about Spring.  
 
They have planted some seeds and are 
learning how to water and look after 
them.  
 
They have also went on a Spring walk   
when it was warmer and found lots of 
plants that the children looked at and 
smelt.  
 
The children have also been learning 
about the letter 'a' and so the children 
kept a look out for the letter while they 
were out on their walk! 

Sun Cream 
Hopefully the weather will 
soon be warming up again, the 
Nursery staff will be applying 
sun cream when necessary.  
Please could all Parents ensure 
either a bottle of sun cream is 
provided in your child's bag or 
give a £2.50 donation towards 
the Nursery stocks.  
Thank you.  

Nursery Photographs 
School Leavers Photos – Sarah 
Prescott will be in school to 
take photos of the children 
leaving Nursery to go to 
school on Thursday 24th May 
from 8.30a.m. in the            
Children’s Centre.  
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Jerwood Journey 

Our Year 5 children recently continued their work with the Jerwood Gallery when 
they went on their second visit to look at Gus Cummings art work and take part in a 
workshop with the artist Olivia Bishop. 

They looked at how 2-D letters could be made to look 3-D using tints and tones of a 
colour. The children colour mixed and painted letters. These will be used for an    
exhibition at the Jerwood Gallery in June that we will be a part of. 

They also made the most of the lovely weather and visited the pier where there was 
an exhibition called ‘Automata on the Pier’ with the Cabaret mechanical Theatre.     
Automata are moving machines which imitate real life. The children were fascinated 
by these and how they worked.  

To finish off the day they decorated some pebbles with pictures and words which 
they threw out to sea. We are hoping some will be found and appreciated. 

As always the children's behaviour was impeccable and Miss Shackel was really 
proud of their questions and politeness. 

Sensory Garden 
We would like to thank the Rye Rotary Club 
and Rye Retreat for their help enabling us to 
purchase wooden fencing to surround the    
garden.  Genevieve Harris and Sandra Sarkies 
will be holding a Gardening Club there in the 
Summer Term.   
 
Further details to follow. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

1st May  Pugwash visiting Rare Breeds 

3rd May  Y5 visiting Wakehurst Place 

4th May  Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

4th May  Reception Parents Maths Workshop 2.30—3.00 

7th May  School Closed—May Day Bank Holiday 

11th May Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

11th May Triple P—Y5 Transition Session 2.00—3.00 

14 -18th May KS2 SATs 

15th May Y1 visiting Rare Breeds Centre 

18th May Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

18th May Y5 Transition Session—Triple P 2.00—3.00 

21st May Hindleap Warren Parents Meeting 3.15 

24th May  Nursery Leavers Photos  

25th May  Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

25th May Y5 Transition Session—Triple P 2.00-3.00 

28th May Last day of term 

Half Term 

4th June Children return to school  

4th June  Aspirations Week – Launch in Assembly 

5th June Aspirations Week—Careers Fair for Years 5 / 6 p.m. 

6th June  Aspirations Week—Theatre / Photography Presentation—Y6 p.m. 

7th June  Aspirations Week—Mallydams Presentations a.m. 

7th June  Aspirations Week—RNLI Presentations provisional 

8th June  Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

8th June  Aspirations Week—Careers Champions p.m. 

8th June  Big Cook Little Cook—Family Learning Session 3.30-6.00 

15th June  Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

15th June  Big Cook Little Cook—Family Learning Session 3.30—6.00 

18-22nd June Year 6 Residential Trip to Hindleap Warren 

22nd June  Feel Good Friday 8.30-9.30 

22nd June  Big Cook Little Cook—Family Learning Session 3.30—6.00 

6th July  Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

6th July  Big Cook Little Cook—Family Learning Session 3.30—6.00 

9th July  Year 1 Transition session for parents 

11th July Sports Day—KS1 a.m.  / KS2 p.m. 

11th July  Open Evening 

13th July  Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

13th July Big Cook Little Cook Family Learning Session  3.30—6.00 

18th July Summer Fair 

20th July Feel Good Friday 8.30—9.30 

20th July  Break up for Summer Holiday 


