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Welcome back to Year 2! 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope that you had a restful autumn break and that the children are ready for a 
busy term of fun and learning! 

 
Term 2 Learning 

This term we are becoming historians, geologists and scientists.  Our topic, ‘Street 
Detectives’, travels through time and place.  We’ll be beginning our journey learning 
about Samuel Pepys and the Great Fire of London.   

We’ll then bring our topic closer to home and learn about the history and geography 
of Rye.  As scientists we are learning about everyday materials by investigating 

what things are made of and why they are fit for purpose. 
There’s a great deal to do before Christmas but it’ll be lots of fun! 

 
English 

This term we are learning to write diaries and stories. We’ll also be taking 
opportunities to learn about other forms of writing, such as letters, 

information texts and instructions. 
Year 2 are starting to use VIPERS to support reading comprehension.  
Please take the time to read the attached information as it gives an outline 

of how you can use this approach to support reading at home by asking meaningful 
questions about the text.  The questions are not limited to reading times; they can 

also be used when you watch television or a film, as well as everyday discussion. 

 
 
 
 

How You Can Help 
 Read with your child every day and talk to them about what they are 

reading. Ask them questions about the story, characters and plot.  
 Look at information texts with your child and look at the glossary and 

contents page to find out where you could locate more information.  

 Our focus this term is on punctuation and grammar and how we can use it 
in our writing. 

 Continue to support your child to learn their spellings and complete their 
weekly homework. 
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Maths 

In Maths this term we will learn about addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division, including money problems. 

 
PE 
Sea Turtles’ and Lobsters’ PE time is on Tuesday afternoons.  Please also make sure 

that your child has a PE bag in school every day.  All PE kit and uniform should 
be named (especially coats and jumpers) so they can be returned easily when they get 

found. 

Homework 
Homework is set every Friday; the yellow homework books must be returned every 

Wednesday.  Please support your child to complete their homework.  A huge well done 
and thank you to everyone who completed last term’s topic homework.  We all enjoyed 

your creations, presentations of pirate ships, treasure chests and ancient maps.  
There was even pirate booty to share out and enjoy!  Please find attached home-

learning ideas for this term’s topic. This is optional, but the children really enjoy 
being able to show and tell us about what they have made at home. 

 
Water bottles and snacks 

A hydrated brain is essential to learning!  Please ensure that your child brings in a 
named water bottle.  All key-stage one children are offered a healthy snack each day. 

 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or 

queries. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs Leigh and Mrs Mamoany. 
Sea Turtles’ and Lobsters’ Teachers 

How You Can Help 

 Use everyday opportunities to talk about and use maths. 
 Encourage your child to become more fluent in addition and subtraction using 

numbers up to and across the 100 threshold. 
 Talk about the different ways we calculate, by counting on or back, counting 

in 2s, groups of tens etc.  

 It would also be helpful to help your child practise the days of the week and 

months of the year in order, as well as being able to work out what the next 

day or day before is (e.g. What is the day after Thursday? What is the 
month called before June? 

 Help your child to learn to tell the time on analogue and digital clock faces. 
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Street Detectives 
Grab a magnifying glass, put on your deerstalker and change your name to Sherlock because we’re going to become 

street detectives!  

This half term, we’ll follow a route around our local streets and take pictures of the buildings, businesses and plants 

we can see. Talking to residents about the area will help us understand how the local community could be improved. 

We’ll learn nursery rhymes, write poetry and create persuasive adverts. Looking at photographs will help us to spot 

any similarities and differences between the houses and shops of today and the past. We’ll find out about the history 

of our school and talk to former pupils about their experiences. We’ll also study and draw maps, create a model of a 

local building, draw portraits of the people we have met and look at the work of urban artists. 

At the end of our project, we’ll design posters to advertise a ‘big clean’ around school before cleaning and tidying the 

school grounds. 

ILP focus History 

English Recounts, captions, nursery rhymes, instructions, 

adverts, diary writing 

History Changes within living memory, significant people, places 

and events in the local area 

Art & design Famous local artists, portraits, views from the local area 

Computing Photo stories, algorithms 

D&T Selecting tools and materials, baking, sign making, 

designing buildings 

Geography Fieldwork in the local area, human and physical 

features, using and making maps with keys, looking at 

aerial images 

Mathematics Time, data handling 

PE Measurement, statistics 

PSHE Belonging to a community, improving the local area 

Science Identifying and comparing everyday materials, 

identifying plants in the local area 

Help your child prepare for their project 
Become street detectives and explore your local community. Why not visit a local museum to see what the local area 
was like in days gone by? You could also look up at the roofs of local buildings to spot interesting carvings and 
chimney shapes. Alternatively, read the book A Street Through Time by Steve Noon together to see how one street 
has changed over thousands of years. 
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